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A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FROM THE CAPE FEAR ORCHID SOCIETY 

 

 

 

C L U B  O F F I C E R S  

President:  Jan Schwab 

Vice President:  Laura Elliott 

Treasurer: Laura Overstreet 

Secretary: Kat McGrath 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C TO RS  
 
Immediate Past President:  John 

Wetherington 
 
AOS Rep: Jennifer Jarvis 

Member at Large: Nancy 
Wetherington 

 

MA Y  B R I NG ER S  

(WHO BRINGS SNACKS) 
The following volunteered: 

 

Laura Overstreet – snack 

The Wetheringtons - drink 

All are asked to help clean up 

the area you were sitting in 

and see what else needs 

attention.  Thanks. 

N E X T  M E E T I NG  
7:00 pm June 11, 2025, at the 

New Hanover County 
Arboretum, 6206 
Oleander Drive, 
Wilmington.  THE 
TARZANE GROUP, 
will bring orchids for 
sale 

6:30  Doors Open.  Show 
Table set up. 

7:00  Meeting Starts.  – see 
articles elsewhere 

 

 

Minutes 

President’s Message 

AOS 

Officers 

Committee Chairmen 

Show Table 

All About Raffles 

In This Issue 
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President Jan Schwab is still recuperating.  Vice President Laura Elliot is filling her 

shoes again this month 

I hope you are all doing well and are ready for the summer! You should be almost finished with any 

repotting for this year and have situated all your plants outdoors for the season (if applicable). I have 

2-3 plants that need to be repotted, but they insist on continuing to bloom; they might be next spring’s 

project!  

A big THANK YOU to everyone that participated in the repotting clinic and orchid sale! We sold 90% 

of the donated orchids and raised over $500 for the Cape Fear Orchid Society. Another big THANK 

YOU to everyone that fostered and continue to foster the donated orchids, you did a great job reviving 

them/keeping them alive! The unsold orchids did not get discarded; they will be raffle table 

participants in the future. 

In the January newsletter, I submitted an article about keeping accurate, organized orchid records. I 

was contemplating a computer app where I could input my orchid information and forgo my large 

three ring notebook. I finally did purchase the app, “Orchid Album” for $21.39 online and downloaded 

it to my desktop computer. The program is straightforward and easy to use. The hardest part was the 

data input: I have +120 orchids and extensive notes on some of them, which took a while to manually 

transfer. So far, I have been very happy with the program. I can attach at least 5 pictures per orchid 

and there is a comprehensive orchid profile to fill out for each plant (when and where the orchid was 

bought, how much it cost, etc.). I do not use the Watering Log function, but I do like the search bar. It 

is so much easier to find a particular orchid using a search bar rather than scrolling through screen 

after screen of orchids or flipping through a giant notebook. When I did have a question about the 

program, technical assistance was rapid and helpful. So, if anyone is interested in a computer based 

orchid organizer, I would recommend “Orchid Album.”  

I am looking forward to the June 11th speaker, the Tarzane Group. They specialize in miniature 

orchids, which is a type of orchid that I have never successfully cultivated. See you soon! 

Laura Elliott 

Vice President 
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Vice President Laura Elliott called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 

I. Introduction   

a. members present 24. 

b. Visitors this month 1 

II. Minutes of last month’s meeting published in newsletter.  Motion to accept as printed, 

seconded and accepted by acclamation 

III. Treasurer’s report – by Laura Overstreet, finances are in good shape 

IV. Old Business  

a. The Lauras met with Morgan King concerning reserving the Arboretum for BBOD. 

We have the Arboretum reserved for March 14 with set up March 13, 2026. Due 

to a new director coming in July, we will need to confirm that date in August, but 

we at least have it on their calendar. 

V. New Business  

a. Next month the meeting is on June 11th at the Arboretum. We will be having the 

Tarzane group speak about growing miniature orchids. They have a coupon for 

discounted buying from their website that will be emailed to everyone in late May. 

b.  TONIGHT: Tonight is a repotting clinic, so hopefully everyone that wants/needs 

help repotting brought their plants and supplies, and the Orchid sale. We have 

accumulated these orchids over the last few months from several sources. Laura 

E also contributed a few divisions that she had made from her spring repotting. If 

you have any questions about the plants for sale, please ask, most of them were 

looked up on the internet to see what the flowers would look like. They are very 

competitively priced (or 

underpriced) and all 

proceeds go to the 

Cape Fear Orchid 

Society.  

VI. Show table – Vote 

VII. Raffle – None tonight   

Respectfully submitted 

Kat McGrath, Secretary 

 

  

REPOTTING CLINIC AT PAULA PAYE’S 
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Members Only Tues June 10, 8:30-9:30 pm.  The 

Best Orchids to grow Indoors with David 

Vendenbroek 

Public Wed July 2, 8:30-9:30 pm.  Greenhouse 

Chat with Ron McHatton. 

AOS WEBINARS 

Please note. May Show Table 

photos were taken by Kat 

McGrath, Karen Zopf and Melanie 

Andrews  Click on or copy and 

paste this link to view: 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Hq5yQgt

QRBxgp9FF7  

All About Orchids: 
AOS Checklist June 

https://www.aos.org/orchid-care/seasonal-orchid-
care/monthly-checklist-for-may-and-june  

 

Newsletter Editor - Kat McGrath 

Hospitality Chair – Nancy Wetherington 

Big Blooming Orchid Day – Laura 

Overstreet 

Program Chair – Pam Layne 

Publicity Chair – open 

Show Table Coordinator – Karen Zopf 

Raffle Table – Paula Paye 

Auditor – Martha Conner 

 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Hq5yQgtQRBxgp9FF7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Hq5yQgtQRBxgp9FF7
https://www.aos.org/orchid-care/seasonal-orchid-care/monthly-checklist-for-may-and-june
https://www.aos.org/orchid-care/seasonal-orchid-care/monthly-checklist-for-may-and-june
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Date Speaker Topic Location 

June 11th Tomas Bajza The Tarzane Group NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

July 16th 
Courtney 
Hackneau TBA NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

August 13th Bill Bodei TBA NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

September 10 AOS Webinar Brassavolas NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

October 15th Lee Curry TBA NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

November 12th TBA TBA NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

December 3rd Christmas Social Christmas Social TBA 

SHOW TABLE PICTURES 
You will notice that some Show Table Winner 

pictures are often missing from the 

newsletter. 

Please, if you are a First or Second Place 

winner, make sure Pam or Kat takes your 

picture for the Newsletter. 

Thanks  

 

 

 
ORCHID HUMOR 
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 Standard Size Plants (over 10” tall or wide) 

 

 Standard Size – Best in Show Plant     

 Owner 

 FIRST PLACE/Greenhouse  Oncidium Sphacelatum  J. Ibasco/T. Googe  

 SECOND PLACE/Hobby  Oncostele Wildcat   Brandy Morris 

           

  

 CLASS WINNERS:  

 Standard Size Plants (over 10” tall or wide)         

  

 Oncidium    Oncidium Sphacelatum  J. Ibasco/T. Googe   

Member Previous May Total 

  2025  
Christine Brueck 15 0 15 

Laura Elliott 60 0 60 

Evelyne Foxworthy 65 0 65 

Ibasco/Googe 50 20 70 

Pam Layne 95 0 95 

Lyndon McCall 25 0 25 

Brandy Morris 60 10 70 

Laura Overstreet 35 0 35 

Paula Paye 45 0 45 

Joyce Pennock 55 0 55 

Jane Ranney 15 0 15 

Jan Schwab 10 0 10 

Steve & Karen 
Tobiassen 15 0 15 

Nancy Weatherington 10 0 10 

Karen Zopf 5 0 0 

CLICK OR PASTE 

THIS LINK FOR 

MAY SHOW TABLE 

PICTURE 

https://photos.app.g

oo.gl/Hq5yQgtQRBx

gp9FF7  

 

RAFFLE TABLE 

Bring your goodies that 

need to be rehomed to add 

Buy tickets and you could go 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Hq5yQgtQRBxgp9FF7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Hq5yQgtQRBxgp9FF7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Hq5yQgtQRBxgp9FF7
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Tarzane Group, Tomas Bajza 

Tarzane Group was created by Tomas Bajza, 

an orchid lover and addict. He originally came 

to the USA from the Czech Republic and 

settled down in hot tropical Miami, Florida. He 

adored orchids during his teenage years, but at 

that time there wasn't many to see in his 

country. Even though he's been living in Florida 

and surrounded by orchids for so many years, 

He started growing orchids in Florida from 

2008. He started with the usual grocery store 

selling orchids, like Phalaenopsis and 

Dendrobiums, slowly adding some Cattleyas 

and Vandas since these were the orchids that 

everyone in Florida grows. All of these were 

large orchids and mostly hybrids. 

2010 was the first time Tomas had ever seen a 

miniature orchid. He had no clue that such a 

thing even existed! He fell in love immediately 

and ordered a few. When they arrived, they 

were even smaller than he ever imagined. That 

was it, he was bitten by a “huge” miniature 

orchid bug. He is a very stubborn grower and 

does not listen to anything, like the word 

“impossible”. He likes all orchids, but has a 

huge amount of love for cold to intermediate 

growing species. He was told by many growers 

that due to the hot climate in Florida that these 

types of orchids could not be grown.  Through 

extended research, reading and being active in 

different orchid boards and orchid groups, He's 

learned tremendously and became an advance 

grower for miniature orchids. He has been very 

fortunate with meeting and becoming friends 

with many international orchid growers and 

nursery owners 

Tomas has another "love", the love for 

photography. While creating a growing 

miniature orchid collection, there were endless 

opportunities for taking pictures of these 

amazing, sometimes microscopical blooms. 

Posting his pictures online caused quite a 

"buzz" that led him to receive invitations from 

various orchid societies to provide speeches 

for their members on how to grow miniature 

orchids and cold growing species in a hot 

environment such as in Florida. Since the 

demand for speeches has grown 

tremendously, there was also a need for some 

plants to be available for sale. This all led to not 

only starting eBay sales, but also creating this 

website, where we can offer to all our 

customers and miniature orchid lovers some 

beautiful species for purchase. We try our best 

to offer species that are not commonly offered. 

Since we do like our buyers to receive only 

healthy plants, we always make sure that 

plants are acclimatized and established when 

being offered for sale. We hope you will find 

what you are looking for on our website! Happy 

Orchid Shopping! 

Tomas will bring orchids to sell. 

https://tarzanegroup.com/  

 

 

FROM Pam Layne 

https://tarzanegroup.com/
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IN THE MAILBAG 
Pam Layne received this from our June 2024 speaker, Kim Feddersen.  He spoke on Growing Vandas 
in the Northeast. 
 
The first phase of my new web site   https://fairorchids.us/  update is now complete, including orchid & 
supplies price lists (only the Clivia miniata price list is missing).  I have also posted a number of 
articles written over the years (see Articles & Culture Sheets), you might want to bring this to the 
attention of the newsletter editor in your society. 
 
Despite the end of the show season, I have brought in some new plants to prepare for the Long 
Island Orchid Festival (May 30-June 01).  A couple of 'previews' here: 
 
Miniature Plants 
For those interested in smaller stature plants, I have a selection (also see #23 & #26 below): 
 
01.   Bc. Edna (C. coccinea x B. nodosa), in 3" net pot, BS       $45.00 
02.   Ctt. Fairyland (Ctt. Candy Tuft x C. Beaufort), a cream colored mini Catt., in 3" pot, BS   $42.00 
03.   C. Mari's Love 'Taka' (Mari's Song x Love Knot), in 3" pot,    $36.00 
04.   Onc. Tsiku Marguerite 'HOF', fragrant cream colored flowers, in 2.1/4" pots, in bud    $32.00 
05.   Paph. Helen's Cutie (Little Davey x Wössner Helene), very small semi-complex, seedling, LS 4" 
$36.00 
06.   Paph. Little Trouble (charlesworthii x barbigerum), multigrowth plants in 2.1/4" pot.    $30.00 
07.   Paph. unregistered (Mem. Sandra Pechter Song x Wössner Helene), mini 'complex' helena 
hybrid, LS 4"  $36.00  
08.   Pptm. La Jolla Delight 'HOF' AM/AOS, a miniature Zygo with full size blooms, in 2.1/4" pots, in 
bud.  $38.00 
09.   Rth. Candy House 'Happiness' (Ctt. Candy Ball x Rth. Cupid Arrow), in 2.1/4" pot, BS  $36.00 
10.   Stlma. Kelly 'Lea' (B. nodosa x Ctna. Keith Roth), in 3" pot,   $30.00 
 
Shipment via USPS Priority Mail:  $12 for the first plant, + $3.00 for each additional plant (Paphs. in 
2.1/4" pot are included in these shipping charges). 
 
New Paphiopedilum not yet included in the web site price list 
21.   Paphiopedilum argus (sib cross), in 2.1/4" pot, BS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $47.00 
22.   Paph. Ho Chi Minh (delenatii x vietnamense), 4" pot, NBS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $60.00 
23.   Paph. Hung Sheng Thaianum (thaianum x bellatulum), 2.1/4" pot, BS (1 in bud)   $49.00 
24.   Paph. QF Akala Lelo (delenatii x leucochilum), 4" pot, BS (1 in bud) . . . . . . . . . .   $60.00 
25.   Paph. QF Ezekiel (zieckianum x acmodontum) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $45.00 
26.   Paph. QF Mini (thaianum x leucochilum), in 2.1/4" pot, BS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $53.00 
27.   Paph. Quick Sand (niveum x wenshanense), in 2.1/4" pot, BS (1 in bud) . . . . . . .  $47.00 
28.   Paph. Sander's Pride (sanderianum x stonei), in 4" pot, BS (1 in bloom) . . . . . . .  $85.00 
29.   Paph. Wössner Sphinx (Julius x sanderianum), in 4" pot, NBS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $132.00 
 
Shipment via USPS Priority Mail:  $16 for the first plant in 4" pot + $4.00 each additional plant. 

  

https://fairorchids.us/
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Phragmipedium Mont Fallu 

I have several of these starting to bloom.  For those interested in 
long petals, this is a must at $68.00 each. 
These are larger plants, not sure what shipping costs will be till I 
try to pack one. 

 

 

 

ORCHID DIGEST SPEAKERS DAY 
2025 

 
There is always room for ONE more orchid, so don't miss this 

chance. 
Orchids to buy, great speakers, and lots of orchid people. 

What more could one want? 
 

Featuring 
Lectures by Experts 

Orchid Sales 
Happy hour with an AUCTION! 

Dinner 
Time to visit with and meet new orchid friends! 
Registration Fees include lectures and dinner! 

Virtual: $40.00 
To Register Call Jeff at 323.864.2637. 

All registrants will receive the link to the recording of the event. 
 

SPEAKERS 
Justin Kondrat, of the Smithsonian: “An Orchid Collection for a Nation─ 

Stewardship, Engagement, and Horticulture!” 
Joe Ambriz: “Orchids That Brave the Elements─Growing Temperature-Tolerant 

Orchids" 
Harold Koopowitz: “Disas─Species, Hybrids, and their Culture” 

John McCoy: “Time Capsules from the Greatest Generation of Southern California 
Orchid Growers” 

 

  

IN THE 

MAILBAG 
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by Jennifer Jarvis CFOS AOS Representative 

 

What does the basics of orchid care truly look like?  This month I have read through a few articles to 

find out what the true basics look like.  I was also curious if there was some form of preventative 

maintenance that I should be doing.  The answers were very consistent.   

Pests.  I’m going to start here as I was wondering if I should be doing preventative measures on a 

regular schedule.  My thought was could I inherently keep my orchids pest free by applying a 

systemic treatment on a specific schedule?  The answer is simple - don’t pretreat, only apply 

treatment if a symptom occurs.  The primary reason is that pests could become resistant to the 

chemicals that are used.  The best strategy is ultimately to have different treatments on hand and to 

only treat your plants when a symptom occurs.  

Fertilizers.  As I am ultimately just a simple at home operation, there are no automated systems to 

apply fertilizer on a regular basis to my orchids.  The primary rule to remember here is to apply a 

fertilizer that is diluted.  One option is to regularly include a little fertilizer in the watering can used for 

the orchids or the other option is to use a slow-release fertilizer ideally a 9 month version.  Choose 

based on what works for you and your schedule.   

Watering.  The ultimate advice is to keep it simple.  Find a way to water in place with trays under your 

plants to catch water.  Group plants with similar size pots and watering needs together to help with 

efficiency.  Younger plants need more frequent watering - this knowledge may influence the maturity 

of a plant you add to your collection.  Most importantly, know what type of medium you are using.  If 

using a medium with moisture retaining properties, water less frequently.   

Potting and Repotting.  The question here is ultimately about the grower themselves.  Are you a 

grower who is “prone to repotting procrastination?”  I gravitated toward that little statement from Ken 

Slump in an article from October of 2009.  Don’t use a medium that breaks down easily such as bark 

chunks - instead choose coconut coir and tree fern fibers as they will last longer.  The same rule is 

applied to growing in slatted baskets - the teak ones will last longer than the pine ones; instead of 

disturbing your orchid at repotting time simply place it into a larger basket with added medium.  Ken 

even suggests that moving your orchid from one pot to the next can be as simple as choosing a pot 

with 1 inch more space and only adding a new medium to that one inch of space.  The simplest 

answer here is that if you don’t like repotting or don’t have time to repot, focus on purchasing orchids 

that don’t need to be repotted very often 


