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A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FROM THE CAPE FEAR ORCHID SOCIETY 

 

 

 

C L U B  O F F I C E R S  

President:  Jan Schwab 

Vice President:  Laura Elliott 

Treasurer: Laura Overstreet 

Secretary: Kat McGrath 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C TO RS  
 
Immediate Past President:  John 

Wetherington 
 
AOS Rep: Jennifer Jarvis 

Member at Large: Nancy 
Wetherington 

 

J U L Y  B R I NG E RS  

(WHO BRINGS SNACKS) 
The following volunteered: 

Kat McGrath - drink 

NEED A VOLUNTEER 

FOR SNACKS!!  Contact 

Nancy Wetherington!! 

All are asked to help clean up 

the area you were sitting in 

and see what else needs 

attention.  Thanks. 

N E X T  M E E T I NG  
7:00 pm July 16, 2025, at the 

New Hanover County 
Arboretum, 6206 
Oleander Drive, 
Wilmington.  
COURTNEY 
HACKNEY, see article 
elsewhere.  He will 
bring orchids for sale 

6:30  Doors Open.  Show 
Table set up. 

7:00  Meeting Starts 

 

 

Minutes 

President’s Message 

AOS 

Officers 

Committee Chairmen 

Show Table 

All About Raffles 

In This Issue 
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Hello CFOS members!! 

As I have been recovering from my surgery, I have been thinking of many questions I 

had as a new orchid grower.  I would like to put them out to you and would welcome 

your thoughts and comments. 

• Are there certain orchids I should avoid, how do I decide? 

• Someone gave me an orchid. How do I find out information about it? 

• Can I safely buy orchids from grocery and big box stores? How can I decide? 

• How safe are “discount” orchids?  

• How do I decide where to grow my orchids? 

• Is it worth trying to have a greenhouse? 

• Do I need light meters and humidity readers or lights? 

• How do I learn how to pronounce the names of orchids? 

• I’ve heard you need to know where your orchids come from to know how to grow 

them. 

• How do I know?  What are the differences? 

• On the internet I find contradictory information. What can I trust? 

• What can I learn from joining an Orchid Society? 

Lastly, how many people have a cemetery full of tombstone tags of deceased orchids.  

Do you keep them as reminders of some you’d like to replace?  As a reminder that you 

are still learning?   Do you need to rethink your collection? Or do you need to clean up 

your area?!!! 

Hopefully we can discuss these questions and pass on the 

information in future meetings! 

See you in August, 

Jan Schwab 

CFOS President 
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Vice President Laura Elliott called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 

I. Introduction   

a. members present = 26 

b. Visitors this month = 2 

II. Minutes of last month’s meeting posted in newsletter.  Accepted, no questions or 

comments 

III. Treasurer’s report – by Laura Overstreet 

a. Finances, raised $500+ last month at the repotting clinic and orchid sale 

b. The CFOS Credit card was hacked, so we had to cancel the old and get a 

new one. 

IV. Old Business  

a. Thank you for keeping the leftover foster orchids. As they improve/grow, 

please bring 2-3 each month for the raffle table 

b. All the repotting clinics are finished 

c. No other orchid related activities are currently going 

V. New Business  

a. Next meeting is July 16th at the Arboretum 

b. Courtney Hackney will be the speaker in July, and he will be bringing plants 

to sell 

c.  TONIGHT: Our speaker for tonight is Tomas Bajza from the Tarzane 

Group. Tomas specializes in miniature and micromini orchids and has 

some to sell today.  

VI. Show table – Vote 

VII. Raffle - Can’t win if you don’t play”.   

Respectfully submitted 

Laura Elliott 

Vice President 
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Public Wed July 2, 8:30-9:30 pm EDT.  Greenhouse Chat with Ron 

McHatton. 

Members Only   Tues July 8 5:30-6:30 pm EDT.  Orchids Under Light 

Greenhouse Not Required.  Sarah Hurdel 

Public Thurs August 7, 8:30-9:30 pm EDT.  Greenhouse Chat with Ron 

McHatton. 

AOS WEBINARS 

Please note. June Show Table 

photos were taken by Pam Layne 

and Karen Zopf.  Click on or copy 

and paste this link to view: 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/6xWaGC

f3qEpvpmLf7 

All About Orchids: 
AOS Checklist June 

https://www.aos.org/orchid-
care/seasonal-orchid-
care/monthly-checklist-for-
july-and-august 

 
Newsletter Editor - Kat McGrath 

Hospitality Chair – Nancy Wetherington 

Big Blooming Orchid Day – Laura 

Overstreet 

Program Chair – Pam Layne 

Publicity Chair – open 

Show Table Coordinator – Karen Zopf 

Raffle Table – Paula Paye 

Auditor – Martha Conner 

 

 

The annual Triangle Orchid Society has its annual show, FALL 

FOR ORCHIDS at the Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh NC Sept 

12-14. 

CFOS has participated for the past few years with wonderful 

results thanks to the hard work of Paula, Tyler, Jonathan, Pam 

and many others. 

Please mark it on your calendar and plan to attend to support 

your club as attendees can vote for BEST IN SHOW table which 

receive cash prizes. 

ALSO, Please consider helping out by contributing your 

beautiful and splendid orchids to add to the beauty of our display 

and please consider volunteering to help set up, take down, 

transport supplies, etc. 
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Date Speaker Topic Location 

July 16th Courtney Hackney 

Growing and 
Flowering 
Cattleyas 
Made Easy NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

August 13th Bill Bodei TBA NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

September 10 AOS Webinar Brassavolas NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

October 15th Lee Curry TBA NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

November 12th TBA TBA NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

December 3rd Christmas Social Christmas Social TBA 

 

 

 

 
ORCHID HUMOR 

SHOW TABLE PICTURES 
You will notice that some Show Table Winner 

pictures are often missing from the newsletter. 

Please, if you are a First or Second Place 

winner, make sure Pam or Kat takes your 

picture for the Newsletter. 

Thanks 
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Courtney T. Hackney 

Dr. Hackney is Emeritus Professor of 

Biology and the former Director of 

Coastal Biology at the University of 

North Florida in Jacksonville, Florida.  

Previously he was Professor of Biology 

and Marine Biology at the University of 

North Carolina-Wilmington. Courtney 

began growing orchids in the Florida 

Keys in 1962, while working for a small 

orchid nursery. He has continued his 

interest in both orchid hybridizing and 

orchid culture since then.  He grows 

many different genera, but his favorite is 

the Cattleya Alliance. He has about 500 

mature cattleyas and even more 

seedlings, but his favorites are classic 

clones, some of which appeared in 

orchid collections over 100 years ago.  

He makes 10-15 Cattleya hybrids and 

species sib crosses per year.  His 

hybrids often incorporate classic 

cattleyas with more recent clones. 

He wrote a Growing Tips column for 20 

years, which ended in December 2013. 

Growing Tips appeared in newsletters 

around the country.  He has also 

published in the Orchid Digest and 
Orchids.  In 2004, he published 

“American Cattleyas”, the culmination of 

a decade of study and interviews with 

many of the “Orchid Greats”, which 

summarizes in old photographs and 

print how all of the modern cattleyas 

came to be.  The book also describes 

what we know about cattleyas and 

cattleya hybrids, how to grow them, and 

what to expect from modern hybrids.  

During the past decade he has been 

researching the coerulea (blue) color 

form of cattleya species and hybrids, 

which was completed and published in 

2018.   

He and his wife Rose live in 

Jacksonville, Florida adjacent to a tidal 

swamp. Rose retired as a professional 

artist in 2017 but continues painting for 

fun.   Epi magnoliae (conopseum) grows 

in trees of the swamp in his backyard.  

His orchids reside in a shade house 

adjacent to the swamp. 

  

FROM Pam Layne 

Hello Everyone! 
I hope you are staying cool and hydrated this summer!!  Man, it's HOT!!!  Most of our orchids are 
loving this Summer weather but the orchid caregivers need to take care of themselves as well. 
The Raffle Table is the Coolest place to be this summer.  Last month we had a very bountiful 
table.  Thanks to all that donated! 
Remember,  the more tickets you buy, the better chance of winning the one coveted item on the 
table that you are hoping to win! 
Can't wait to see the table for July! 
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Member Previous 
June 
2025 Total 

submit           
plant 

Best 
#1 

Best 
#2 

Class 
winner 

Christine Brueck 15 0 15     
Laura Elliott 60 20 80 5  5 10 

Evelyne Foxworthy 65 40 105 5 20  15 

Ibasco/Googe 70 0 70     
Pam Layne 95 10 105 5   5 

Polly Kopk 0 5 5 5    
Lyndon McCall 25 0 25     
Brandy Morris 70 15 85 5  5 5 

Laura Overstreet 35 10 45 5   5 

Paula Paye 45 10 55 5   5 

Joyce Pennock 55 0 55     
Jane Ranney 15 0 15     
Jan Schwab 10 0 10     
Steve & Karen 
Tobiassen 15 0 15     
Nancy Weatherington 10 5 15 5    
Karen Zopf 5 5 10 5    

 

Standard Size Plants (over 10” tall or wide) 
Standard Size – Best in Show  Plant     Owner 
FIRST PLACE/Hobby    Miltassia Sweet Senorita   Evelyne Foxworthy 
SECOND PLACE/Hobby  Dendrobium Samarai    Laura Elliott 
 
Miniature Size Plants (< 10” tall or wide) 
Miniature Size – Best in Show  Plant     Owner 
FIRST PLACE/Hobby   Phaleonopsis Sweet Memory  Evelyne Foxworthy 
SECOND PLACE/Hobby   Schoenorchis Gemmata  Brandy Norris  
 
CLASS WINNERS: 
Standard Size Plants (over 10” tall or wide) 
Cattleya    Laelia Purpurata Carnea  Pam Layne 
Dendrobium    Dendrobium  Samarai    Laura Elliott 
GCS     Coelogyne Usitana   Laura Elliott 
Miltonia    Miltassia Sweet Senorita   Evelyne Foxworthy 
Paphiopedilum   Virginia Creeper   Evelyne Foxworthy 
Vanda     Banjong Sky Blue   Laura Overstreet 
Miniature Size Plants (< 10” tall or wide) 
Cattleya    Slc Gold Hill    Paula Paye 
Phaleonopsis    Phaleonopsis Sweet Memory  Evelyne Foxworthy 
Rare Mini    Schoenorchis Gemmata  Brandy Norris  
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JLBG Presents their Summer Open Garden & Nursery Event July 11-20, 2025 
More than 20 rare agave blossoms to view during our 3rd Annual Agave Festival 

 

Raleigh, N.C. –Juniper Level Botanic Garden (JLBG), one of North 
Carolina’s hidden treasures opens its gates for immersive summer 
blossoms, including hundreds of agaves (century plants) planted 
throughout the gardens and nursery. The conservation-focused garden 
not only showcases the rarest of the rare but also makes these plants 
available to gardeners around the world. Visitors are able to purchase 
plants on-site. 
  
“Our mission is to collect, preserve, and share plants worldwide. The 
JLBG collection now exceeds 27,000 types of plants and is one of the 

top five collections in the United States,” says Tony Avent, the garden’s creator. 
  
Experience 10-acres of gardens, globally recognized for their plant diversity and honored with the 
2024 Perennial Plant Association's Landscape Design Award of Excellence. Its founder, Tony Avent, 
was recently honored with the Royal Horticultural Society’s prestigious Veitch Memorial Medal. The 
garden was also featured in the July 2025 issue of Our State magazine as “Raleigh’s Garden 
Wonderland”. 
  
Visitors can also join JLBG’s horticulture experts for “Gardening Unplugged” classes presented twice 
a day, and explore hidden attractions including two waterfalls, and a scavenger hunt for the kids! 
 

  

Whether you're soaking up the sun or strolling along shaded paths, 
there’s something for everyone to discover. “This is a destination garden 
unlike any other in the state,” says Avent. “From deep shade to full sun, 
we showcase how gardeners can create thriving, sustainable landscapes 
no matter the conditions.” 
  
JLBG’s Agave Festival and Open Nursery Days, which includes FREE 
educational garden walks and talks with experts, takes place from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Admission is free, rain or shine. 
Visit https://www.juniperlevelbotanicgarden.org/open-garden-and-nursery-days/ 

  
Annual memberships to JLBG are also available and help preserve rare and endangered plants, 
support the garden’s expert staff and ensure events like these remain free and open to the public. 
Everyone should be a part of plant conservation & summer is the perfect time to put agaves and 
other hardy topicals in your garden!   

 

 

IN THE 

MAILBAG 

About Juniper Level Botanic Garden 
Juniper Level Botanic Garden is a 28-acre educational, 
research and display garden filled with more than 27,000 taxa 
of plants, including native perennials, exotic plants, rare 
delights and an array of incredible and unusual specimen trees 
and shrubs you won't see anywhere else in the world. 
Fundraising efforts operate under the auspices of The 

Endowment Fund of NC State University, a 501(c)3 non-profit. 

Donors receive an official receipt for their contributions 

https://ctrk.klclick.com/l/01JZ5KSGGJF4997TG193WZ7W6T_2
https://ctrk.klclick.com/l/01JZ5KSGGJF4997TG193WZ7W6T_3
https://ctrk.klclick.com/l/01JZ5KSGGJF4997TG193WZ7W6T_4
https://ctrk.klclick.com/l/01JZ5KSGGJF4997TG193WZ7W6T_5
https://ctrk.klclick.com/l/01JZ5KSGGJF4997TG193WZ7W6T_8
https://ctrk.klclick.com/l/01JZ5KSGGJF4997TG193WZ7W6T_9
https://ctrk.klclick.com/l/01JZ5KSGGJF4997TG193WZ7W6T_10
https://ctrk.klclick.com/l/01JZ5KSGGJF4997TG193WZ7W6T_10

