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A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FROM THE CAPE FEAR ORCHID SOCIETY 

 

 

 

C L U B  O F F I C E R S  

President:  Jan Schwab 

Vice President:  Laura Elliott 

Treasurer: Laura Overstreet 

Secretary: Kat McGrath 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C TO RS  
 
Immediate Past President:  John 

Wetherington 
 
AOS Rep: Jennifer Jarvis 

Member at Large: Nancy 
Wetherington 

 

A P R I L  B R I NG E RS  

(WHO BRINGS SNACKS) 
The following volunteered: 

NEEDED!!   – drink 

Brandy Morrris, Louesa 

Canning     – snack 

All are asked to help clean up 

the area you were sitting in 

and see what else needs 

attention.  Thanks. 

N E X T  M E E T I NG  
7:00 pm April 16, 2025 at the 

New Hanover County 
Arboretum, 6206 
Oleander Drive, 
Wilmington 

6:30  Doors Open.  Show 
Table set up. 

7:00  Meeting Starts.  – see 
article elsewhere 

 

 

Minutes 

President’s Message 

AOS Jennifer Jarvis 

Officers 

Committee Chairmen 

Show Table 

All About Raffles 

In This Issue 
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Greeting CFOS members, 

Wilmington’s yellow season has arrived!  As we turn our thoughts to Springtime tasks, 
remember to clean off your orchid’s leaves periodically. They breathe and feed through 
their leaves and just like us can get “stuffed up”! 

With little or no rain lately the humidity levels are 
very low this spring, both inside and outside. Be 
sure your lovelies don’t get too dry. Some misting 
and moisture trays may be needed. 

If you move your orchids outside don’t be in too big 
of a rush. We still have nighttime temperatures 
down into the 40’s. Most orchids are much happier 
with 50+ nights. In the last few years, we in the 
Cape Fear area have had late frosts that have 
compromised many flowering plants. Better safe 
than sorry as the saying goes. 

Happy growing, 

Jan Schwab 

President, Cape Fear Orchid Society 

  

 

 

 
HOW TO 
REACH 
CFOS 

President - 

president.cfosorchids

nc@gmail.com   

Newsletter and 

Society Officers:  

cfosorchidsnc@gmail.

com   

Web Page:  

capefearorchid.org   

Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.

com/profile.php?id=10

0064852324283   
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Called to order by President Jan Shwab at 7:00 pm  

Please sign in.  36 members + 2 speakers present 

 

1. Old Business 

a.   Secretary Report by Kat McGrath as per February minutes in newsletter, approved 

by acclimation. 

b. Treasury as of February report by Laura approved by acclimation. 

c. AOS Representative:  Jennifer Jarvis volunteered to be AOS Rep!!  welcome, 

congratulations 

2. New Business 

a. Paula and Tammy will present repotting workshops for members.  First one April 

25, 26 at Tammy’s house in Monkey Junction.  Bring your own supplies, no cost to 

members.  More classes May 17 and 31 at Paula’s.   They will facilitate. 4 1 hour 

sessions per day, up to 3 plants per attendee.   

b. John and Tyler will order Orchiata.  Please let them know if you are interested in 

participating.  Check what you want on AcadianSupply.com.  Typical retail price is 

$60-100 we estimate $28 or so per bag.   

c. Annual Donation/Payment to Arboretum.  Motion to 

donate $200 to the Arboretum for use of their Education 

Room by Tyler, Seconded by LauraE, approved by general 

membership. 

d. BBOD Profit will be made but small as Financial Reports 

still coming in.  Lots of positive feedback, food, signs.  

Most referrals by word of mouth.  46 people paid.  2 

unable to attend at last minute but stopped and picked up 

their plants.  Plants  Raffle and Donations were made.  Big 

thanks to LauraO for being 2025 chairperson.   

3. Introduction of Speaker.  Steven Frowine speaking on “What’s Wrong with My Orchid. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kat McGrath 

Secretary 
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Members Only Wed Apr 16 

8:30 EST, Growing Orchids 

Indoors and in Terrariums with 

Chris Satch 

Public Thurs May 8 8:30 

EST Greenhouse Chat Rob 

McHatton 

AOS WEBINARS 

Please note. March Show 

Table photos were taken by 

Kat McGrath, Pam Layne 

and Yvette Waite.  Click on 

or copy and paste this link 

to view: 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/9S

9brCMPm8PF9aWd7  

All About Orchids: 
AOS Checklist March 

& April 
https://www.aos.org/orchid-care/seasonal-orchid-

care/monthly-checklist-for-march-and-april  

CFOS COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Webmaster - Andrew Price 

Newsletter Editor - Kat McGrath 

Hospitality Chair – Nancy Wetherington 

Big Blooming Orchid Day – Laura 

Overstreet 

Program Chair – Pam Layne 

Publicity Chair – open 

Show Table Coordinator – Karen Zopf 

Raffle Table – Paula Paye 

Auditor – Martha Conner 

 

 

 

ORCHID HUMOR 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/9S9brCMPm8PF9aWd7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/9S9brCMPm8PF9aWd7
https://www.aos.org/orchid-care/seasonal-orchid-care/monthly-checklist-for-march-and-april
https://www.aos.org/orchid-care/seasonal-orchid-care/monthly-checklist-for-march-and-april
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Visit Other Garden Clubs 

 

APRIL 25-26, 2025 

JOYFUL FLOWERS: IKEBANA FLOWER 

EXHIBITION 

New Hanover County Arboretum, 6202 Oleander Drive 

This free exhibition will present exquisite Japanese floral arrangements 

created by members of the Wilmington chapter of Ikebana International, 

celebrating their 43rd year. There will also be a spectacular exhibit by the 

Cape Fear Bonsai Society. 

Ikebana is the Japanese art of flower arranging, expressed in a special way using 

balance, harmony and form. 

Time: Friday April 25 1-5pm, Saturday April 26 10am-4pm 

Ikebana demonstrations on Saturday at 12 and 1:30 

Cost: FREE 

Visit our website: www.ikebanawilmington.com 

Facebook: ikebanainternationalwilmingtonchapter212 
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Denver Orchid Society.   
https://www.denverorchidsociety.org/  

VP Laura Elliott is researching for a future article on how this 

club turned themselves around and now increases and retains 

their large membership   CHECK THEM OUT!! 

 

St Augustine Orchid Society.  How to 
sterilize clay pots 
https://staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/CleaningClayPotsbySueBott

om.pdf  

 

Brunswick County Community College Plant Sale 
 

https://www.denverorchidsociety.org/
https://staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/CleaningClayPotsbySueBottom.pdf
https://staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/CleaningClayPotsbySueBottom.pdf
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Date Speaker Topic Location 

April 16th Nicholas Rust Lighting NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

May 14th Repotting Repotting NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

June 11th Yair & Tomas The Tarzane Group NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

July 16th 
Courtney 
Hackneau TBA NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

August 13th Bill Bodei TBA NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

September 10 AOS Webinar Brassavolas NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

October 15th Lee Curry TBA NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

November 12th TBA TBA NHC Arboretum     6206 Oleander Dr 

December 3rd Christmas Social Christmas Social TBA 

FACT

 

Meet Yvonne Waite! 

Yvonne has taught people 

how to make porcelain 

dolls – start to finish!  

Yvonne, please bring one 

to a meeting! 

  

 



Cape Fear Orchid Society April 2025 
 

 8 
 

Standard Size Plants (over 10” tall or wide) 

Standard Size – Best in Show  Plant      Owner 

FIRST PLACE/Greenhouse Cymbidium DaVinci Valley Splash J. Ibasco/T. Googe  

 SECOND PLACE/Greenhouse Vanda Renanthera Memoria Robin  Paula Paye 

      Musolino 

 FIRST PLACE/Hobby  Cymbidium Vana White Mana  Laura Overstreet  

 SECOND PLACE/ Hobby  Dendrobium Aggregatum Lindleyi  Christine Brueck 

 

Miniature Size Plants (< 10” tall or wide) 

Miniature Size – Best in Show  Plant     Owner 

 FIRST PLACE/Hobby  Oberonia Setigera   Pam Layne 

 SECOND PLACE/Hobby   Phaleonopsis NOID   Brandy Morris  

  

CLASS WINNERS: 

Standard Size Plants (over 10” tall or wide) 

 Cattleya    Rlc. Gol Green “Hair Pig”  Laura Elliott 

 Cymbidium    DaVinci Valley Splash  J. Ibasco/T. Googe   

 Dendrobium    Aggregatum Lindleyi  Christine Brueck 

 Epidendrum    Miura Valley    Brandy Morris 

 Oncidium    Aliceara Hilo Ablaze “Hilo Gold” Paula Paye  

 Paphiopedulum   Toni Semple    Evelyne Foxworthy  

 Phaleonopsis   NOID – Dark purple, white edges Joyce Pennock  

 Rare Type    Phaius “Orchtoberfest”  J. Ibasco/T. Googe  

 Vanda     Vanda Renanthera Memoria Robin  Paula Paye 

      Musolino       

 Zygopetalums   Advance Australia “HOF”  Pam Layne 

 

Miniature Size Plants (< 10” tall or wide) 

 Cattleya    Pot Star Fire “Rubens Red” Pam Layne 

 Dendrobium- TIE   Dendrobium Hibiki   Brandy Morris  

      Dendrobium Pendulum  Jan Schwab  

 Phaleonopsis   Phaleonopsis NOID   Brandy Morris 

 Tolumnia    NOID     Pam Layne 

 AOM     Oberonia Setigera   Pam Layne 
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Member Previous March Total 

  2025  
Christine Brueck   15 15 

Laura Elliott 25 10 35 

Evelyne Foxworthy 35 10 45 

Ibasco/Googe   25 25 

Pam Layne 45 40 85 

Lyndon McCall 5 0 5 

Brandy Morris 30 25 55 

Laura Overstreet 10 15 25 

Paula Paye 20 20 40 

Joyce Pennock 30 10 40 

Jane Ranney 10 5 15 

Jan Schwab   10 10 

Steve & Karen 
Tobiassen 15 0 15 

Nancy Weatherington 10 0 10 

 

 

CLICK OR PASTE 

THIS LINK FOR 

MARCH SHOW 

TABLE PICTURES 

https://photos.app.g

oo.gl/9S9brCMPm8

PF9aWd7  

 

SHOW TABLE 
PICTURES 
You will notice that some 

Show Table Winner 

pictures are often missing 

from the newsletter. 

Please, if you are a First 

or Second Place winner, 

make sure Pam or Kat 

takes your picture for the 

Newsletter. 

Thanks  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/9S9brCMPm8PF9aWd7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/9S9brCMPm8PF9aWd7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/9S9brCMPm8PF9aWd7
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TOPIC:  Artificial Lighting, 

Simplified 
 

The boom of new, effective, and 

inexpensive grow lights has filled many 

hobbyists with an excitement to expand 

their growing area into previously 

unusable spaces. However, the 

technology and terms behind these 

grow lights has created an equally large 

flood of confusion about "which light is 

right?" This talk explains how to 

navigate this newer method of growing 

without all the confusing terms and 

graphs. We also discuss several ways 

to use your new lights, ranging from 

organized, efficient setups to aesthetic, 

home-grown displays. 

Plants for sale will be provided with this 

talk as well as links and discount codes 

for some of my favorite grow lights! 

Nicholas is an up-and-coming hybridizer 

in the orchid community. His orchid 

passion began in 2015 when a mini-

Phalaenopsis was gifted to him. Like a 

flame to gasoline, this gift quickly pulled 

him into the diverse world of orchids. 

Shortly after his interests were formed, 

he began exploring the culture of 

several 

unique 

genera of 

terrestrial 

orchids. He now specializes in 

Habenaria and other related genera, 

jewel orchids, Australian terrestrial 

orchids, and Bulbophyllum. In 2019, this 

obsession bloomed into a small orchid 

nursery, RustyExotics Orchids, which he 

uses to share the wonders and beauty 

of his work. 

Through studying biochemistry and 

molecular biology during college, 

Nicholas approaches his orchids with 

the same scientific perspective he uses 

while working in a research lab. This led 

to an interest in the entire growth cycle 

of orchids and the start of his own 

hybridization program in 2018 which 

focuses mostly on terrestrial orchids, 

especially Habenaria. His aim is to use 

rarely cultivated species and distinct 

variations of species to create truly 

exceptional shapes and colors that will 

pave new directions for unique hybrids. 

 

  

FROM Pam Layne 
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 APRIL 2025  
Welcome to the AOS Corner, your monthly newsletter for 

Representatives, Presidents and Newsletter Editors provided 

by the Affiliated Societies Committee.  Your support is critical, 

and we value your active participation in the American Orchid 

Society.        

  

Spring is now upon us and there’s so much to be done!  It’s the time of the year for renewal and getting busy 

making that happen!  Although we still have many shows going on, mainly in the more northern areas of the 

country, we are afforded lots of opportunities to grow and enhance our collections.  How are those tender white 

roots with the sweet little green tips coming?  Yes, they are emerging, making themselves known and, in many 

cases, asking for a new home, perhaps in a bigger pot or on a mount. We are carefully examining our orchids 

to make sure they will grow better and sturdier, gracing us with glorious blooms when their season comes.    

  

So, make like a bunny and hippity-hop to your growing area or greenhouse and take advantage of this lovely 

time of the year!  Special holidays are also anticipated by those of all faiths and cultures.  In addition to enjoying 

and cultivating our orchids, let us also carefully tend to our families, friends and societies!  

  

 

MESSAGE FROM THE AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 
COMMITTEE CHAIR  
 Spring AOS Members Meeting in Annapolis, Maryland  
  

If you are in the Northeast USA next week or Live Nearby?  Please consider joining the AOS Member’s 
Meeting in Annapolis.  There are DAY PASSES available… Great Speakers, Presentations, Awards, 
Camaraderie, Vendors & a Great Banquet!!   
  

Want to talk AOS? Join our April 16th Zoom meeting… send me an email to arod@aos.org to be 

added to the zoom link email. Thank you for being an Affiliated Member! – Alex Rodriguez  

CFOS has a new AOS Representative, 

Jennifer Jarvis.  We will be hearing from 

her in the upcoming months. 

In the meantime, CFOS has landed on 

the right email list to receive one of their 

monthly newsletters, below. 

There is so much available for AOS 

members to take advantage of! 

Enjoy! 
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COMING SOON…  
APRIL 9TH THRU 12TH, 2025   

AOS MEMBERS MEETING  
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CLICK HERE TO RESERVE NOW  
    
  

MESSAGE FROM THE AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY PRESIDENT  
  

It is April showers in March here!  Weather warming, lots of orchid shows?  Have you 
been to one?  How about two?  We had three in a row.  But us orchid folk never get tired 
of seeing the displays and the beautiful orchids that people raise.    
  

Societies play a big role in the overall conservation of these plants, even though we 
maybe are not actively maintaining a conservation garden.  By showing people all these 
lovely orchids we are secondarily protecting and conserving our orchids because we are 
showing them the value of our most numerous plant kingdom.  We, in effect, are making 
sure that people see the wonderful array of orchids in our world to create the stimulus 
to protect them in the wild so that generations to come can enjoy their beauty.    
  

I hope that you attend shows in your area and learn more about the orchids in the 
displays.  The creative juices that flow in those exhibits are to be praised!  So many 
orchids, so little time.    –  Cheryl Erins – cerins@aos.org 

https://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/find-hotels/select-roomrate?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qIta=99801505&icdv=99801505&qSlH=ANPAM&qCiD=08&qCiMy=032025&qCoD=13&qCoMy=032025&qGrpCd=AOS&qAAR=6CBARC&qRtP=6CBARC&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=CP&qDest=173%20Jennifer%20Road,%20Annapolis,%20MD,%20US&srb_u=1&qChAge=&qRmFltr=
https://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/find-hotels/select-roomrate?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qIta=99801505&icdv=99801505&qSlH=ANPAM&qCiD=08&qCiMy=032025&qCoD=13&qCoMy=032025&qGrpCd=AOS&qAAR=6CBARC&qRtP=6CBARC&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=CP&qDest=173%20Jennifer%20Road,%20Annapolis,%20MD,%20US&srb_u=1&qChAge=&qRmFltr=
https://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/find-hotels/select-roomrate?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qIta=99801505&icdv=99801505&qSlH=ANPAM&qCiD=08&qCiMy=032025&qCoD=13&qCoMy=032025&qGrpCd=AOS&qAAR=6CBARC&qRtP=6CBARC&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=CP&qDest=173%20Jennifer%20Road,%20Annapolis,%20MD,%20US&srb_u=1&qChAge=&qRmFltr=
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MEMBERS MEETING – ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 
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WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU ATTENDED AN AOS MEMBERS MEETING?  

by: Barb Schmidt – AOS Vice President   

  

The AOS is making an effort to host our members' meetings in locations that are 

accessible to more people in more places.  For those of you in the central and northeast 

United States, the April 2025 meeting is for you!  

Join us April 9 – 12, 2025, in Annapolis, Maryland, for an unforgettable experience!  

We’re partnering with The North America Orchid Conservation Center (NAOCC), a 

program of the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center (SERC), to bring you an 

activity-packed four days.  Here’s a sneak peek at what’s in store and included with your 

full registration:  

• Exclusive behind-the-scenes Tours of SERC**  

• Two Days of Inspiring Speakers  

• Two hands-on Educational Workshops**  

• A Town Hall Meeting where we’ll announce the 2024 awards and 

new trustees  

• Both Silent and Live Auctions  

• Vendors / Plant Sales – registrants have early access to vendors  

• Meet and Greet Social Hour  

In addition, the following can be purchased separately:  

• A bus trip to Washington, D.C. with private tours of the 

Smithsonian Gardens and the U.S. Botanical Gardens**  

• A grand banquet  

We’re also offering day pass registrations for those who can only attend on Friday or 

Saturday.  For those wanting access to everything, we’ve negotiated a fantastic rate of 

$149/night at the Crowne Plaza Annapolis.  

Registration will be available on our website in the next couple of weeks.  If you have 

any questions, feel free to contact Barb at barbs@aos.org.  

We hope to see you there!  

**limited availability, must be pre-registered and strictly first come first served 
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SHARE YOUR IDEAS & STORIES  
YOUR GREAT IDEAS  

Has your Society implemented initiatives to keep your members engaged and coming back for more?  
Do you have a fun fact you would like us to share? We would like to hear from you.  
  

YOUR BLUNDERS  

Do you have a recurring problem? Share your mishaps as well! Your lessons can help others avoid 
similar mistakes.  Please email your stories to arod@aos.org.  If you wish your story to remain 
anonymous, we will be more than happy to keep it so.  
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AFFILIATED SOCIETIES COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP  
  

The Affiliated Societies Committee is looking for team members.  Help us continue to build relationships 
and resources for all the American Orchid Society Affiliates.  Please send an email to arod@aos.org if 
you are interested in joining us virtually at our April 16th, 2025 Meeting.  

  
  

THANK YOU FOR READING!  

Editor: Alex Rodriguez / Assistant Editor: Jill Smith  

  

Please remember to include the Affiliated Societies Committee (affiliated_societies@aos.org) to your 
newsletter distribution.  We would like to know what you are doing. Help us help everyone by sending 
us your great ideas, recurring problems and your blunders; we all need that little inspiration in our 
orchid journey. If you have something to share, or there is something you would like to read about, 
please let us hear from you.  

  

The AOS Corner is for society representatives and newsletter editors.  Orchid societies are welcome 
to reproduce the AOS Corner completely, or in part, in their society publications.  We encourage use 
of our NEW and Improved AOS Website by all members.   
  

  

 VISIT US ON FACEBOOK @  
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS   
  

http://www.aos.org/
http://www.aos.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS

